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Abstract

Cycle of poverty means the process which poverty passes down to the next
generation because of factors like the education gap and the wage gap. Correcting the
education gap is a way to break the cycle of poverty, because improving the academic ability
of children with economic difficulties prevents low wages and unemployment. This study
focused on free cramming schools for correcting the education gap, and researched their
efficacy. I taught children with economic difficulties as a volunteer teacher in a free
cramming school, and went to three of other free cramming schools to interview them.
Because the education gap comes from the gap of academic abilities and the incentive divide,
I measured the efficacy of free cramming schools from the perspective of the effect on
children’s academic abilities and the effect on children’s mentality. As a result, I clarified that
free cramming schools have an effect to improve children’s academic abilities and an effect to
motivate children to study. Accordingly, this study draws the conclusion that free cramming
schools are efficient to break the cycle of poverty. However, free cramming schools also have
some problems, such as collecting money, searching for space and searching for teachers who
can continue teaching children. To solve these problems, I examined three points to run a free
cramming school, and suggested that government should make the foundation of free
cramming schools. Also, through the result of efficacy research and an interview with a
community foundation, I devise a plan of sustainable management of free cramming schools.
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